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Section 1: What is citizenship?
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Task sheet 1

What are the things that help you to feel you are part of the UK?

1.
Understanding English.

2. 
Having family and friends who live here.

3. 
Having friendly neighbours.

4. 
Having a husband or wife who was born in the UK.

5. 
Having children who go to local schools.

6. 
Renting or owning a flat or a house.

7. 
Having a job.

8. 
Having the same religion as people around you.

9. 
Voting in an election.

10.
Anything else.

Look at the above areas and talk about your hopes for the future.
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Quiz: Living in the UK – How much do you know?

Try this quiz on British history, politics, law, education, jobs and culture.  

British history and politics

1.
‘The United Kingdom’ means:


a) 
England, Scotland and Wales


b) 
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland


c) 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

2.
Two of these party names have the same meaning. Underline them:


a) Labour

b) Tory


c) Conservative 
d) Liberal

3. 
How many Houses of Parliament are there?  


a) One   
b) Two    c) Three 

4. 
How often are general elections held?


a) About every 5 years


b) About every 7 years


c) About every 10 years

5.
How old do you have to be before you can vote?


a) 16 
b) 18
    c) 21

6.
When did the National Health Service begin?


a) 1800
b) 1925    c) 1948

Law

7.
What can happen to a person who drives without insurance?


a) They can get a fine of up to £5000 and penalty points on their licence


b) They can go to prison


c) They can lose their car

8. 
What happens to a person who has a TV but no licence?


a) Their TV will be taken away


b) They can get a £500 fine


c) They can get a £1,000 fine

(Continued)
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Quiz continued: Living in the UK – How much do you know?

9.
What can happen to a person who plays music loud, late at night, and disturbs the neighbours?


a) Their music equipment can be taken away


b) They can get a £50 fine


c) They can get a £500 fine

Employment

10.
What are the minimum wages per hour for people under and over the age of 22?


a) £3.80 (18–21) and £4.50 (22 and over)


b) £4.10 (18–21) and £4.85 (22 and over)


c) £4.50 (18–21) and £5.00 (22 and over)

11.
How many hours is an employer allowed to make his or her employees work in a week?


a) 48
  b)  50
 c)  52

12.
What is National Insurance?


a) Private medical insurance


b) A tax used for building roads and hospitals


c) Money you pay the government, so you can get benefits if you need them

Sources of help and information

13.
Where would you go if you needed help?

Match the following problems with the sources of help on the right:
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1.
Your neighbour’s dog barks all night
A.
Your GP
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2. 
Your child needs to find out about 
the Great Fire of London
B.
The local council
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3. 
There’s a dangerous hole in the road
C.
Relate
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4. 
You feel depressed all the time
D.
A debt counsellor
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5. 
You want to know which schools 
there are in your area
E.
The local council
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6. 
You can’t pay your bills
F.
The education department of your local council, or the Internet
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7. 
You and your wife/husband argue all 
G.
Your local library, or the Internet


the time
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Task sheet 2

Think about what you know about another country.

Think of the country you know best outside the UK. It may be the place where you were born and grew up, or it may be a country where you lived a long time as an adult.

Decide how much you know about different aspects of life there, for example:

· I know a lot.

· I know something.

· I know very little.

Fill in the chart, but you don’t need to show it to anybody.

	
	I know a lot
	I know
something
	I know very

little or nothing

	The political system
	
	
	

	The history
	
	
	

	The geography
	
	
	

	The various people who live there – different groups
	
	
	

	The country’s relationships with other countries
	
	
	

	Human rights
	
	
	

	The work that people do and the employment system
	
	
	

	The health system
	
	
	

	The housing that people live in and the system for finding a home
	
	
	

	The education system
	
	
	

	How people relate to each other in the community
	
	
	

	The law
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Task sheet 3

Now think about what you know, and what you would like to know about the UK.

	
	I know a lot already  
	I know a
little already
	I would like to
know more

	Parliament and the electoral system of the UK

	
	
	

	Geography and history of the UK
	
	
	

	The UK as a diverse society (the various groups of people who live in the UK)

	
	
	

	The UK in Europe, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
	
	
	

	The country’s relationships with other countries
	
	
	

	Human rights in the UK
	
	
	

	Work in the UK
	
	
	

	The health system in the UK
	
	
	

	Housing in the UK
	
	
	

	Education in the UK
	
	
	

	Being involved in the community in the UK
	
	
	

	Knowing the law in the UK
	
	
	


Sometimes, you need to know something. For example, if someone in your family is sick, it helps if you know something about the health service.

Sometimes you want to know something because of your interest. For example, if you know a lot about the geography of other countries, you probably want to know more about the geography of the UK.

I need to know more about:




I would be interested in knowing more about:





Society
Morality

Community
Charity

Respect
Freedom

Government
Diversity

Values
Justice

	Vocabulary 
          
	Meaning in your language

	Society  




 

Community





Respect





Government                          


Values                                   
 

Morality



 

Charity




Freedom

Diversity





Justice




	



Student A


Student B



Complete text



Task sheet 1

People who don’t live in the UK sometimes have ideas about life in the UK.

For example:

1.
“People in the UK like to form orderly queues and wait patiently for their turn, for example when waiting for a bus.”


2.
“A handshake is a common form of greeting among the people here.”


3.
“People are very polite, and say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ a lot.” 


4.
“People pay for drinks in pubs and bars at the time they order them.”


5.
“People don’t like it if you ask personal or intimate questions.”


6.
“People drink lots of tea and the national dish is fish and chips.”

Maybe these things are true, maybe they are not.

Think about your experience of life in the UK.

Look at the above statements and talk about whether they are true or not, for example:

· I think it’s true.

· I think it’s partly true. 

· I don’t think it’s true.

· I don’t know, I haven’t enough experience of it. 


Task sheet 2

Read what these UK citizens say about the ideas on Task sheet 1. For each one, write in the number of the idea that they are talking about.


“I think it’s true that people say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ a lot, but it’s not politeness, it’s just the custom. I often travel to Europe and people don’t say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ so much, but they are polite all the same.”


“Yes, it’s true on the whole that you pay for a drink when you order it, but it depends where you are. In a restaurant, you pay when you finish. Sometimes, in a café, you don’t know whether to pay before or after the meal.”


“I live in London, and I find that people push to be first on the bus. There is no queue. The bus doesn’t always stop exactly at the bus stop and people rush to get on. However, I know it’s different in some smaller towns.”


“Personally, I like to drink lots of tea and I love fish and chips. However, I don’t think people see it as a national dish. Lots of people eat spaghetti, curry, Chinese stir-fry and other types of food from all around the world. In fact, some people say the national dish is chicken tikka masala.”


“People don’t shake hands so much now, except in very formal situations, for example when you arrive for a job interview. Kissing on both cheeks is much more common than it was 20 years ago.”


“I think it’s certainly true that there are questions you don’t ask. It’s the same in all societies, but the questions may be different. Here, most people don’t like it if you ask certain questions, such as ‘How much money do you earn?’ or ‘Why aren’t you married?’”

How many agree with the ideas on task sheet 1? How many disagree?


Task sheet 3

Before you came to the UK for the first time, what did you expect?

Think about:

· the weather;

· the people;

· the food;

· the buildings;

· anything else.

Did you find what you expected?

Read this passage:

Write your own passage:

Begin:

“Before I came here, I thought 
                                                                                                                                               ”


Continue:

“When I came, I found that














 .”


Finish with one of the following:

· “It is exactly what I expected.”

· “It is not exactly what I expected.”

· “It is more or less what I expected.”

· “It is very different from what I expected.”
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Citizenship and society: An overview
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Vocabulary for citizenship





What do you need to get British naturalisation (citizenship)?


First, you must:


be 18 or over; 


be of good character;


be of ………  mind;


have sufficient knowledge of English (or Welsh, or Scottish Gaelic).





Then there are two.……..…………………:





1. 	Residence requirement


	If you are the husband or wife of a British citizen, you can apply for naturalisation after living in the United Kingdom for ……………… years.  However, you must not be away from the UK for more than 270 days during that time, or ……… days in the last year.





	If you are not a husband or wife of a British citizen, you can apply after five years, but you must not be away from the UK for more than ……….. days during that time, or 90 days in the last year.





2.	Language and knowledge of the UK requirement – NEW!


	A government statement on 20 June 2005 said that you will need to demonstrate knowledge of English and knowledge of ………  ……..   ……   ………, and there will be two different ways to do this:





Either:


a) 	if your language skills are at ESOL Entry 3 or above, take the new ‘Knowledge of Life in the UK Test’. This will be a  ……………………… test taken on a computer at an approved centre; 


	or


b) 	attend an ‘ESOL + Citizenship’ course at ESOL Entry 1, Entry 2 or Entry 3 to improve your English language skills and learn more about life in the UK at the same time. At the end of the course you will take an ESOL Skills for Life ……………………….……, and your teacher will give you a certificate stating that you have attended an ‘ESOL + Citizenship course’.





(Information based on the Written Ministerial Statement, 20/06/05, HC 104: � HYPERLINK "www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home.html" ��www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home.html�)





1.3





Becoming a United Kingdom citizen





What do you need to get British naturalisation (citizenship)?


First, you must:


be 18 or over; 


be of ………character;


be of sound mind;


have sufficient knowledge of English (or ………………, or Scottish Gaelic).





Then there are two essential requirements:





1. 	Residence requirement


	If you are the husband or wife of a British citizen, you can apply for naturalisation after living in the United Kingdom for three years. However, you must not be away from the UK for more than ………….. days during that time, or 90 days in the last year.





	If you are not a husband or wife of a British citizen, you can apply after ……….. years, but you must not be away from the UK for more than 450 days during that time, or 90 days in the last year.





2. 	Language and knowledge of the UK requirement – NEW!


	A government statement on ……… June 2005 said that you will need to demonstrate knowledge of English and knowledge of life in the UK, and there will be two different ways to do this:





Either:


a) 	if your language skills are at ESOL Entry 3 or above, take the new  ‘…………………..…   Test’. This will be a multiple-choice test taken on a computer at an approved centre;  





	or





b) 	attend an ‘ESOL + Citizenship’ course at ESOL level Entry 1, Entry 2 or Entry 3 to improve your  …………………   ……………….. skills and learn more about life in the UK at the same time. At the end of the course you will take an ESOL Skills for Life qualification, and your teacher will give you a  ……………….. stating that you have attended an ‘ESOL + Citizenship course’.











(Information based on the Written Ministerial Statement, 20/06/05, HC 104: � HYPERLINK "www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home.html" ��www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home.html�
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Becoming a United Kingdom citizen





What do you need to get British naturalisation (citizenship)?


First, you must:


be 18 or over; 


be of good character;


be of sound mind;


have sufficient knowledge of English (or Welsh, or Scottish Gaelic).





Then there are two essential requirements:





1. 	Residence requirement


	If you are the husband or wife of a British citizen, you can apply for naturalisation after living in the United Kingdom for three years. However, you must not be away from the UK for more than 270 days during that time, or 90 days in the last year.





	If you are not a husband or wife of a British citizen, you can apply after five years, but you must not be away from the UK for more than 450 days during that time, or 90 days in the last year.





2. 	Language and knowledge of the UK requirement – NEW!


	A government statement on 20 June 2005 said that you will need to demonstrate knowledge of English and knowledge of life in the UK, and there will be two different ways to do this:





Either:


a) 	if your language skills are at ESOL Entry 3 or above, take the new ‘Knowledge of Life in the UK Test’.  This will be a multiple-choice test taken on a computer at an approved centre;





or





b)	attend an ‘ESOL + Citizenship’ course at ESOL Entry 1, Entry 2 or Entry 3 to improve your English language skills and learn more about life in the UK at the same time.  At the end of the course you will take an ESOL Skills for Life qualification, and your teacher will give you a certificate stating that you have attended an ‘ESOL + Citizenship course’.





(Information based on the Written Ministerial Statement, 20/06/05, HC 104: � HYPERLINK "www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home.html" ��www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ind/en/home.html�)
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Stereotypes





“Before I came here, I thought: ‘The UK is cold. I am going there in winter. I will find it very cold.’





When I came I found that it is cold one day and warm the next day. No two days are �the same.





It is not exactly what I expected.”
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Exploring beliefs, values and opinions
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