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Section 4: The United Kingdom as a diverse society?
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 (From learners at Hammersmith and West London College)

Imagine the following situations

Which do you think would be acceptable or appropriate in: a) your community or neighbourhood?; b) your country?; c) the UK generally?

· A friend telephones your house after 10 p.m.

· Two male friends or family members walk down the street hand in hand.

· A person walking along the street spits in the gutter.

· You are having dinner with a friend. They light a cigarette without asking if you mind.

· You are having dinner with a friend. They pick up and eat some food with their left hand.

· A visitor takes their shoes off as they enter your house.

· A person talks loudly on their mobile phone on a bus.

· In the middle of a conversation with you, your friend’s mobile phone rings – they take the call.

· Someone visits your house without arranging it first.

· On a train, a person starts a conversation with a stranger.

· On the street, a person starts a conversation with a stranger.


Reading for information

Read the names of these festivals and celebrations.

They are in alphabetical order.

· Bonfire Night

· Christmas

· Diwali

· Easter

· Eid ul Adha

· Eid ul Fitr

· Hanukkah

· Vaisakhi

· Wesak

Which are Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist or Sikh celebrations?

Which are not religious celebrations?

First, choose one you know about and use the grid to record information from the text.

Now, choose one you know nothing about and use the grid to record the information.

	Who celebrates?


	

	When?


	

	Why?


	

	How?


	


(You will not always find information for every box.)



Asking for information

You are going to ask another person for information about the festivals they celebrate. Choose a person with a different background from yourself.

Prepare your questions. Take the information in the grid and make questions. Try to ask questions in different ways, for example direct questions or questions using ‘Can you tell me…?’

Practise asking your questions and use intonation that shows you are interested in the other person’s background.

	Who celebrates?


	

	When?


	

	Why?


	

	How?


	


· Bonfire night

Bonfire Night is celebrated across the UK on 5 November. The date marks the failed attempt to blow up the Houses of Parliament by Guy Fawkes in 1605.

The intention was to kill King James I and everyone in government. The group wanted England to return to the Catholic faith. One of the group members had a friend in the Houses of Parliament and sent a letter to him, warning him to stay away. The letter was instead handed to the king.

Guy Fawkes and his friends rolled 36 barrels of gunpowder into the Houses of Parliament, and were waiting for the king to arrive when guards arrested them. They were tortured and executed.

· Christmas 

Christmas (25 December) is a Christian holy day that marks the birth of Jesus. However, it is not only a Christian festival. Christmas has roots in the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah.


The nativity is the birth of Jesus as described in the New Testament of the Bible. Jesus was born to a woman called Mary who was married to Joseph, a carpenter.

Christmas today

Christmas remains the biggest holiday in the UK calendar. It is a largely secular holiday, with the main element the exchange of gifts on Christmas Day. 

· Diwali


Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, is the most popular of all the festivals from South Asia, and is also the occasion for celebrations by Jains and Sikhs as well as Hindus.

The festival of Diwali extends over five days. 

The festival celebrates the victory of good over evil, light over darkness, and knowledge over ignorance.

Diwali UK

In the United Kingdom, as in India, the festival is a time for spring-cleaning the home and for wearing new clothes and decorating buildings with lights.

· Easter

Easter is a Christian festival that takes place in either March or April each year. Christians remember that on Good Friday, Jesus died on the cross. His body was placed in a cave and a large rock was used to seal the entrance.

Two days later, on Easter Sunday, his followers returned to the cave to find that the rock had been rolled away and that Jesus had risen from the dead. After greeting his family and friends he ascended to Heaven.

On Easter Sunday it is traditional to give children chocolate Easter eggs.  

· Eid


Muslims have two Eid festivals:

Eid ul Fitr 

This is celebrated on the 1st of Shawal, the month which comes after the month of Ramadan (the month of fasting) in the Islamic calendar.

Muslims are not only celebrating the end of fasting, they’re thanking Allah for the help and strength that he gave them throughout the previous month.

Everyone wears best or new clothes, and decorates their homes. 




There are special services, processions through the streets, gifts are exchanged and, of course, there is a special celebratory meal. This is eaten during the daytime and is the first daytime meal Muslims will have had in a month. 

Eid is also a time of forgiveness, and making amends.

Eid ul Adha (The festival of sacrifice)


This Eid is celebrated on the 10th Dhul-Hijja (last month of the Islamic calendar).

As with all festivals there are prayers and also presents.

The festival remembers the prophet Ibrahim’s (Abraham) willingness to sacrifice his son when God ordered him to.

· Hanukkah








Hanukkah or Chanukah is the Jewish festival of lights.

The festival begins on the 25th day of Kislev and is celebrated for eight days. In the Western calendar Hanukkah is celebrated in November or December. 

The word Hanukkah means dedication and commemorates the Jews’ struggle for religious freedom.

· Vaisakhi

Vaisakhi is celebrated on the 13th/14th of April.

Vaisakhi is the Sikh New Year festival and the anniversary of the founding of the Khalsa in 1699.

The festival is marked with street processions which form an important part of Sikh culture and religious celebrations involving singing and chanting scriptures and hymns. 

The processions are led by traditionally dressed panj piaras.
The Sikh holy book will be carried in the procession in a place of honour.

· Wesak
 

Wesak is the most important of the Buddhist festivals and is celebrated in May. It celebrates the Buddha’s birthday and, for Theravada Buddhists, marks the day of the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death.

The festival is celebrated with colour and gaiety. Homes are cleaned and decorated. In Thailand, for example, special Wesak lanterns are made of paper and wood. In Theravada countries during the festival, Buddhists will visit their local temple for services and teaching, and will give offerings to the monks

	India	Germany	Dominica


	Turkey	Jamaica	Ghana





Linford Christie                                                    


He is a famous runner and British team captain. He won the Olympic and World Cup 100 metres races.





David Baddiel 


He is a stand-up comedian and comedy writer.





Baroness Scotland of Asthal


She is the first black female QC in the UK. She sits in the House of Lords and is also a judge.





Tracy Emin 


She is one of Britain’s most successful artists. She won the Turner Prize in 2001.





Paul Boateng


He is a politician and became the first black Cabinet Minister in the UK.





Meera Syal


She is a writer, filmmaker and comedy actor.
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4.2





Diversity now





	Jamaica	Spain	Pakistan


	Hungary	Singapore	Norway





Vanessa Mae


She is a famous international violinist and made three albums as a child.





Lenny Henry


He is a famous comedian and a comedy actor. He works in film, television and in the theatre.





Shami Ahmed 


He is the millionaire founder of the Joe Bloggs clothing chain.





Michael Portillo 


He is a journalist and politician. He is a member of the Conservative party.





Mariella Frostrup 


She is a journalist and television presenter.





Oona King


She is a politician. She is a member of the Labour party.





© TopFoto





© EMPICS








© EMPICS





6





5





4





© EMPICS





www.100greatblackbritons.com





© EMPICS





3





2





1





4.1
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Diversity now





Mariella Frostrup was born on 12 November 1962 in Oslo, Norway and moved as a child to Kilmacanogue, a small village outside Dublin. Her Norwegian father was a journalist and her Scottish-born mother an artist. In 1977 Mariella left Ireland to move to London where she lives today.





Linford Christie was born in Saint Andrew, Jamaica on 2 April 1960. At the age of two, his parents immigrated to the UK. Linford stayed behind with his grandmother until his parents sent for him.





Tracey Emin was born in London in 1963 and grew up in Margate in her parents’ hotel until the age of seven. Her father is Turkish.





Vanessa-Mae Vanakorn Nicholson was born on 27 October 1978 in Singapore. She is the daughter of a Chinese mother, Pamela Tan-Nicholson and a Thai father, Vorapong Vanakorn. Vanessa relocated to London after her parents split. After settling in London, her mother re-married a British lawyer.





David Baddiel was born in England on 28 May 1964. His mother’s family were German Jews who owned a brick factory until 1933 when the Nazis took over Jewish businesses. Baddiel’s parents were among the last of the Jews to leave Germany just three weeks before war was declared.





Shami Ahmed was born in Pakistan in 1962 and moved to England when his father, Nizam Ahmed, an Aeronautical Engineer, was transferred from Pakistan to England. Ahmed became one of the richest young businessmen in the UK.





Patricia Scotland was born in Dominica in 1956 and arrived in Britain at the age of two along with ten other siblings. In 1977 she was called to the Bar, Middle Temple, and received Silk in 1991, making legal history by becoming the first black female QC at the age of 35. In 1997 she was made a bencher of the Middle Temple and became a judge in 1999.





Oona King was born on 22 October 1967 in Sheffield and brought up in Camden. Oona’s father is Preston King, professor of political science, is an African-American from Georgia. Her mother, Hazel King, a teacher, is Jewish.





Meera Syal was born in 1963 in Wolverhampton in the West Midlands. Her parents emigrated to the UK from New Delhi two years before she was born. Her mother, Surinder, is a Sikh and her father is Hindu.





Michael Portillo was born in North London in 1953. His father, Luis, had come to the UK as a refugee at the end of the Spanish War and his mother, Cora, was brought up in Fife. His parents met in England.





Lenworth George Henry was born in Dudley in the West Midlands on 29 August 1958. The son of Winnie and Winston Henry, he was one of seven children and the first of his family to be born in the UK after the family moved there from Jamaica in the 1950s.





Paul Boateng was born in London of mixed Ghanaian and Scottish heritage in 1951 to Kwaku and Eleanor Boateng. In 2001, Boateng was appointed Financial Secretary to the Treasury, and in 2002 he became the first black Cabinet minister, 110 years after the first black MP.
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Culture and diversity





Which gestures would you use with…





a grandparent?  	your partner?  	a teacher?		your boss?       





your neighbour?       	a shopkeeper?  	a checkout assistant?  	your doctor?     





a policeman/woman?  	your children?   	a bus driver?
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Body language








100s	Merchants from                and                arrive in                    as settlers. 





1200s	              merchants settle in Plymouth and London.





1300s	Edward III invites cloth workers of all lands to                .





1500s	Black trumpeter at Henry VII’s court. Queen Mary marries Philip of





	– beginning of                 presence in                .





	  	           and                 Protestants arrive.





1600s	Asians brought to                 as servants. Jews re-admitted by Cromwell. 





	About 100,000 Huguenots (               Protestants) arrive.





1700s	Refugees from                revolution. First records of                sailors in London.





1800s	Famine in                brings hundreds of thousands to                  . Thousands 





	of Jews flee to                    from               and                .





1900s	              Civil War brings refugees. Refugees from Nazi                   .





Immigration from the Commonwealth. Government encourages immigration 





From               , West Indies (for example                   ), South Asia (for 





example                ) and                    .


	


	Asians are expelled from                  and                  – many settle in        .


	


			refugees arrive in                   .
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A diverse history





When I came to London, the one thing that amused me was


that everybody who lives in London walks so quickly!





Most of the time they usually have their food outside


their home, that means on the train, bus and in the street. This is so


strange for me. If I have lunch in the street I don’t know where the food has gone to. Is it in my stomach or not?





I was amused about the amount of kissing


in the street, on the bus and also in the parks. It doesn’t embarrass me, but in my country all physical contact in public is prohibited.








I saw another thing that amazed me – in Tottenham Hill station, a girl brushing her hair and looking in a mirror in front of everyone!





4.5





One day I was also really shocked on the train because I saw a young woman pick her nose and then put the same finger in her mouth! It's totally different in my country!
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