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1.
Brainstorm the sort of questions the police would ask you if you reported a crime 
to them. Complete worksheet A to familiarise students with types of criminals. 
Watch the video and complete worksheet B, asking students to take notes.
2.
Hand out worksheet C and answer questions. Watch video again if required.

3.
After the video, ask students if they think the policewoman was sympathetic.  Ask students if they have ever been victims of crime. If so, did they report it?

4.
Elicit vocabulary for describing people.  Highlight and practise the use of past continuous. Using worksheet D, set up role plays: e.g. student 1 saw a robbery in a bank on Roundhay Road. They have to describe what happened and the physical features of the person. Student 2 will need to draw the person described. Provide colour pencils. Compare photo and sketch when finished. Mix up original photos and swap roles.
5.
This could be followed up by a dissemination of newspaper articles on crime in Britain today. Read each article and explain to rest of class what happened.
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Against the law 






Task 1 In pairs, write what these criminals do. 
Use a dictionary to help.
	
	criminal
	
	crime

	1
	A mugger
	is someone who
	

	2
	A robber
	is someone who
	

	3
	A shoplifter
	is someone who
	

	4
	A smuggler
	is someone who
	

	5
	A terrorist
	is someone who
	

	6
	A thief
	is someone who
	

	7
	A vandal
	is someone who
	

	8
	An arsonist
	is someone who
	

	9
	A joy-rider
	is someone who
	

	10
	A burglar
	is someone who
	

	11
	A fraudster
	is someone who
	

	12
	A kidnapper
	is someone who
	

	13
	A pickpocket
	is someone who
	

	14
	A hijacker
	is someone who
	

	15
	A forger
	is someone who
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Task 2 Look again at numbers 1-15. 
1. With your partner decide which crime would go to which court. 
2. Write the numbers in the correct box. 
3. Tell the rest of the class which you chose and why. [image: image22.jpg]



	Crown Court

(very serious offence)
	Crown Court or Magistrate Court

(serious offence)
	Magistrate Court

(an offence)

	
	
	


Task 3 

In pairs, take turns to ask and respond to these questions confirming the crime in each one. You will need to change the ending of the words. Either



drop er and add ing



or add ism, or y, or just remove some of the final letters
Student 2

She mugged someone, didn’t she?

Student 1

Yes, she’s been charged with mugging.
Student 1

Did he rob a jewellery store?

Student 2 

Yes, he’s been charged with ________________.

Student 2

Wasn’t she caught stealing from ASDA?
Student 1

Yes, she’s been charged with ________________.
Student 1

Did the police catch the terrorists?
Student 2

Yes, they’ve been charged with ________________.

Student 2

They caught the two vandals who painted the bus-stop.
Student 1

Yes, they’ve been charged with ________________.
Student 1

Did they catch the arsonist who burnt the shop?
Student 2

Yes, he’s been charged with ________________.

Student 2

He burgled her house, didn’t he?
Student 1

Yes, he’s been charged with ________________.
Student 1

Did they catch the man who kidnapped the children?
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Student 2

Yes, he’s been charged with ________________.

Student 2

They caught the pickpocket who stole your purse?
Student 1

Yes, she’s been charged with ________________.
Worksheet B. Listen carefully and make notes, writing individual words.





Worksheet C
1.
What crime did Pat report?

2.
Where did the crime happen?

3.
What did Pat do before she went shopping?

4.
Did Pat buy anything in the market?  Why/why not?

5.
Was Pat paying attention?

6
What was the bag like?
7.
What did Pat have in her bag?
8.
How much money did Pat have in her purse?
9.
What was Pat most worried about losing?
10.
Why does she ask to leave early?

Worksheet D 
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	Crime?     
Where?   
When?
	Crime?
Where?
When?
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ACTUAL SCRIPT USED

SCENARIO: A police station interview room. Two women are having a conversation. One is a policewoman interviewing the other woman about a theft that has taken place earlier that day.

WPC:
Before we start with the interview, would you like a cup of tea?

Interviewee:
No thank you.

WPC:
Okay. So can you give me a statement…take your time and tell me what you were doing at the time of the theft. Are you ready?

Interviewee:
Yes I’m ready.

WPC:
Right I’ll just turn on the tape recorder.  Okay…go ahead.

Interviewee:
Well I was just coming out of the market when it happened.

WPC:
Is this the top end of the market?

Interviewee:
Er…no it’s the side entrance. You know the side by the car park?

WPC:
Ah yes. I know which one you mean. We’ll check the CCTV sited near there. The incident may have been recorded. Had you been shopping in the market.

Interviewee:
Yes…er…before…er…I’d met a friend you know and we went to the Art Gallery you know and I was going to the bus station and I thought I’d come into the market and do some shopping you know to get some veg.

WPC:
So did you have a lot of shopping?

Interviewee:
No, not at all. I mean… in the end I didn’t get any veg. A lot of it was a bit manky really. It didn’t seem that fresh…er…so I just had one small bag, you know the bag that was pinched.

WPC:
When you came out of the market, did you see the man?

Interviewee:
Er no. Umm I think I was daydreaming really you know…miles away. I suppose he must have just been waiting, you know to the left of me.

WPC:
So did he jump out as soon as you came out of the market?

Interviewee:
No I walked for about a minute, I think and then he just seemed to appear from nowhere and snatched my bag.

WPC:
It must have been a shock. Were you hurt anywhere?

Interviewee:
No, just shocked.

WPC:
Do you feel okay now?

Interviewee:
Yeah just annoyed that I wasn’t more careful, you know?

WPC:
You shouldn’t be annoyed. It could happen to anyone. So the man who took your bag, what did he look like?

Interviewee:
Erm… I think he was, I’d say he was… in his thirties. He was medium height with, it looked like short, dark hair.

WPC:
Is that straight or curly hair?

Interviewee:
I don’t know. He was wearing a cap.

WPC:
Okay. Can you remember anything else about him? Did he have facial hair? Did he have glasses?

Interviewee:
I was…I think he was…you know clean-shaven. I can’t remember seeing glasses but you know it happened all so quickly.

WPC:
You said he was wearing a cap. Can you remember what colour or anything else about what he was wearing?

Interviewee:
Well I think the cap was blue or maybe black. Oh I definitely remember that he was wearing a black t-shirt, you know and trainers, you know. Definitely casual, casual clothes.

WPC:
Okay fine, and the bag that he took, what was that like?

Interviewee:
It was just a small…you know…black canvas shoulder bag.

WPC:
What did you have in it?

Interviewee:
Um…I had my purse…er…I  didn’t have much money with me, you know. Maybe I think a ten pound note and some coins. Um…oh my gosh, I forgot! I had my credit cards in there!

WPC:
Well he probably won’t be able to use them without a PIN number but if I were you I’d phone and cancel them straight away.

Interviewee:
Okay. Can I get off now and phone the bank?

WPC:
Yes certainly, no problem and we’ll keep you informed about anything that happens. We’ve got your number.

Interviewee:
Okay, yes, okay. Well listen, thank you very much for all your help.

WPC:
Okay and thank you for coming and I’m sorry that you had to have this ordeal.

Interviewee:
It’s alright. It’ll teach me to be more careful in the future.

WPC:
Okay.

Interviewee:
Bye-bye.

WPC:
Bye-bye.








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































What happened: where, when, time, feelings, things stolen.














Ideas for use:
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Video: 		The Thief


Language Skill: 	Giving statements of fact and short descriptions


Curriculum Code: 	Sc/E3.4a and Sc/E3.4f 









































Description of the thief: colour, age clothes, size, etc.
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