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A summer storm 
Overview:
Mary and Naeema discuss a sudden thunderstorm that happened earlier today.

All images from:
http://commons.wikimedia.org/ 
Language level:
At Entry 1, students can listen for gist and try to identify what the weather was like on this particular day.  Other comprehension and language work can be developed at all levels
Teaching ideas:
General comprehension according to level: e.g:  

Who got wet in the storm? 




How did Mary, Naeema and the students feel about the storm?

What kind of work do Mary and Naeema do? (this can be inferred but is not stated directly)

Lexis

Explore language used to describe this storm: intense / sudden / fierce

Informal time expressions: 2 ish / half one.

Speaking and listening skills

Explore vague language, false starts, question tags for agreement

Listen for intonation used by listeners.  mmm/ yes / yeah 

Back channelling  varies rising and falling intonation to show different responses e.g. surprise, interest. Ask students to practise using the same technique when listening.

Discuss weather in UK and in other countries.

Transcript 

· Emboldened words and chunks indicate colloquial or interesting language use.

	No.
	speaker
	conversation
	notes

	1. 
	Mary:
	So where were you when the thunderstorm happened this afternoon?
	

	2. 
	Naeema:
	I was sitting in my car in Batley outside someone’s house waiting to interview them. I was early. What about you?
	Typical Intonation , phrasing and stress used to start a narrative

	3. 
	Mary:
	I was at the office but I’ve got a big picture window in front of me 
	

	4. 
	Naeema:
	Ah
	Intonation

	5. 
	Mary:
	so I could watch this fantastic storm
	

	6. 
	Naeema:
	Oh
	Intonation

	7. 
	Mary:
	and the lightning  and er  yeah
	Intonation

	8. 
	Naeema:
	So what did you think of it?
	

	9. 
	Mary:
	It was fantastic…um…I was just glad  I wasn’t in it…erm and I could hear the students outside, they were larking about some of them were running in and out and deliberately getting as wet as possible
	Vague language um / erm

Stressed word

Informal language: Larking about


	10. 
	Naeema:
	Yes Oh yes, that’s a very summer thing to do, isn’t it 
	Intonation.

question tag for agreement

anaphoric ref / colloquialism
that’s a very summer thing to do,



	11. 
	Mary:
	Yeah yeah   (laughter)
	Intonation

	12. 
	Naeema:
	Because I also felt that you know it was sort of when it stopped  it fel…reminded me of my childhood sorry you know where um you know the smell of the earth
	Sorry  Why does she apologise for this?

Vague language: you know where um you know

	13. 
	Mary:
	Yeah yeah
	Intonation

	14. 
	Naeema:
	And the quality of the air  um but yes it was quite sudden and quite fierce  wasn’t it
	question tag for agreement

	15. 
	Mary:
	Mmm It was lovely and yet when I came out of college half an hour ago so that was 5 o’clock  so what time was the storm? About 2 ish? Half 2? 
	Time expressions

	16. 
	Naeema:
	Yes It was actually about…where I was in Batley it was about half one
	Time expressions

	17. 
	Mary:
	OK but the ground was dry!

(N:Yes) You know (N:Yes) 2 and a half hours (N:Yes) later the ground was dry (N:Yes) um it was as if nothing had happened
	Simultaneous talk from listener N and speaker M

Use of past perfect in narrative

	18. 
	Naeema:
	Oh gosh amazing. ..summer st…very typical summer storm which  I didn’t expect in England
	Use of which for reference

	19. 
	Mary:
	mmm
	Intonation

	20. 
	Naeema:
	You know because the quality of the air when I came out of the car when it stopped thundering and raining and the smell…I just didn’t expect to experience that in England because I never thought it got hot enough


	That  anaphoric referencing 

	21. 
	Mary:
	Right, right
	Intonation

	22. 
	Naeema:
	And then the heat that followed immediately? Because it was immediately followed by really hot…er… you know dry hot
	Use of that for post modification

	23. 
	Mary:
	So haven’t you seen a storm like that here before?
	Post modification of storm

	24. 
	Naeema:
	I have but not very often. In 21 years I think this would be probably my second one?
	Intonation

	25. 
	Mary:
	Oh right!
	Intonation

	26. 
	Naeema:
	You know short and sudden like this
	

	27. 
	Mary:
	Yeah yeah
	Intonation

	28. 
	Naeema:
	which for me would be a typical summer thunderstorm which really clears the air rather than drowning people
	Use of which for reference and post modification

	29. 
	Mary:
	It hasn’t actually been that hot recently. I was surprised at how intense it was..
	

	30. 
	Naeema:
	Yes yes..I think our 2 minutes are up!

(laughter)
	


Ivan Yendogurov (1861-1898): Rain
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Satellite image of a storm
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Rainbows
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Rainstorm
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