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1. Pre-viewing. Identify contexts in which the learners and people in general are required to give excuses or explanations e.g. work, college, children’s school, parents, friends, social encounters, etc, for being late, losing things. Give examples of excuses, explanations, apologies. Elicit difference between lies, white lies and exaggerations.
2. Viewing. Watch once and complete worksheet A, identifying number of times certain words are spoken, because (7) sorry (8) so (3). 
3. Watch second time and ask students to shout STOP when they hear an excuse, explanation or apology. Write down the statements in worksheet B.

4. Post-viewing. Complete conjunctions worksheet C (cause and effect phrases) completing given sentences and share with rest of class.

5. Post-viewing: (see worksheet D) learners role play in threes, one person asking for an explanation, another responding. The third learner acts as observer and says whether the explanation was clear.
6. In groups of four, role-play the given script or/and create one of their own.

Worksheet A

Create a tick every time you hear the following conjunctions: 

	because (
	so (
	sorry (

	
	
	

	TOTAL
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Worksheet B

Watch the video again and pause after each excuse/explanation. Write the excuse (or apology) under the correct TENSE heading.

	Past
	Present
	Future

	
	
	

	1. Which of the statements above could have been avoided? e.g. (Sorry I’m late. My bus is always late.) You should catch an earlier bus.

2. Which of the statements are excuses, explanations or apologies?
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Worksheet C
	Cause and Effect phrases
	as a  result, because, consequently, for this purpose, so, then, therefore, to this end, owing to, because of


Here are some words to explain CAUSE and EFFECT. 

Complete each sentence and share with the rest of the class.
1.
I can’t come to class today because




















2.
I was driving to work when someone drove into me. As a consequence,














 
3.
My alarm clock didn’t go off, therefore,



















4.
I left my bag on the bus so





















5.
I am late because I ran out of petrol and then


















 

Worksheet D

In threes, take turns to ask each question and respond appropriately. Third person should check for clarity, tense, grammar. Ask five questions each. 
Student 1

1. Why did you wipe your feet when you came into my house?
2. Why are you wearing a thick coat in the middle of summer?
3. Why did you take my book without asking me?
4. Why didn’t you bring a pencil to class? 
5. Why is your child late to school? 
Student 2
6. Why didn’t you take your shoes off when you came into my house?
7. Why didn’t you bring paper to class?
8. Why hasn’t your child brought any dinner to school?
9. Why have you pushed to the front of the bus queue?
10.  Why haven’t you finished your homework?
Student 3
11. Why didn’t you come to your lessons last week?
12.  Why have you missed your doctor’s appointment? Why haven’t you eaten all your dinner?
13.  Why are you not talking in class?
14.  Why aren’t you wearing a coat when it is snowing outside? 
SCRIPT for video

Not spoken: (Why are you late for class?)

Sophie: Because I missed my bus.

Jess: I had to go to the Post-Office.

Michael: I’m sorry I’m late because my car wouldn’t start. So I had to catch a bus but I didn’t have money. So I had to ask my neighbour for some money. But they wouldn’t give it to me. So I had to walk and that’s why I’m late. I’m sorry.

BREAKTIME

Jess: Why are you taking your umbrella Sophie?

Sophie: Because I’m going outside.

Jess: Well why aren’t you staying for coffee?  

Sophie: Because I need to make a phone call.  

Michael: Sophie, why didn’t you come to my party?  

Sophie: Because my husband fell down the stairs.  I had to ring my sister who took us to the hospital and it took ages.  

Michael: All right then.  

Sophie: OK.  

Michael: [to Jess] Why didn’t you come to my party?  

Jess: Because I didn’t get an invitation!  

Michael: Oh. Whoops!

END OF CLASS

Sophie: Remember we’re going for coffee and to do our homework together.  

Jess: Oh Sophie I can’t.  I’ve got to pick my daughter up from school and then go shopping.

Sophie: Michael?  

Michael: I’m sorry I can’t either.

Sophie: Well why not?  

Michael: Because I’ve got to go see my solicitor.  

Sophie: OK.

Michael: Sorry mate.

Jess: Sorry.

All: Bye.



























































































































































































































































































































If you have finished before everyone else, try to write some of your own sentences to explain cause and effect. Use some of the conjunction words above.


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Video: 		Excuses / Explanations


Language Skill: 		Recognise a request for explanation and reply using 					correct grammatical forms for past, present, 						future tense. Understand cause and effect.


Curriculum Code: 		Sc/E2.3d
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